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Vontobel family shareholders renew and strengthen their commitment 
to the company 

 
In the course of the succession to the estate of Dr. Hans Vontobel, who died on 3 January 
2016, the Vontobel and de la Cour families have further professionalized the management 
of their participations in Vontobel Holding AG and have renewed and strengthened their 
commitment to the company. 
 
On 21 November 2016, all the necessary agreements were signed to restructure Vontobel’s 
shareholder base. The restructuring will be completed once all regulatory approvals have been 
obtained. 
 
As part of the restructuring, a follow-up shareholder pool will be created, consisting of a core 
shareholder pool and an extended shareholder pool that will combine a total of 50.7% of votes. 
43.9% of votes are tied in the core pool, for which the earliest possible date of termination is 
the end of 2026. The earliest possible date of termination for the old shareholder pooling 
agreement would have been the end of 2018. 
 
The extended pool was concluded for an indefinite period of time and grants the other 
shareholders in the pool a right of pre-emption in the event that any member of the pool may 
want to sell its shareholding.  
 
In addition to the Vontobel Foundation and Pellegrinus Holding, which hold a total of 19.6% of 
Vontobel shares, and the family holding company Vontrust, which accounts for 14.3% of shares, 
10% of Vontobel shares will now be held by the new holding company Advontes AG. It mainly 
comprises the shares of Dr. Hans Vontobel, which were transferred to the new holding company. 
In the course of the succession to the estate of Dr. Hans Vontobel, further shares were 
transferred to the Vontobel Foundation. 
 
The new shareholder pooling agreements will also result in a clearer shareholder structure. When 
calculating the thresholds pursuant to stock exchange law in the past, the shares that were tied 
according to the old pooling agreement and the free shares of shareholders in the pool, including 
the shares of Vontobel Holding AG and the management, were added together. In total, this 
corresponded to around 62% of votes. 
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One of the hallmarks of Vontobel is that its owners already decided in the mid-1980s to open the 
way for the company to benefit from the strengths of being a family business while also profiting 
from opportunities in the capital market, and the transparency and modern governance this 
entails. 
 
“The aim of the restructuring is to ensure that the shares are bundled even more strongly than 
before in professionally managed companies and, at the same time, to create clarity and stability 
for Vontobel through agreements between its shareholders. The family remains firmly committed 
to the company and to their role as anchor shareholders now and in the future,” said Dr. Maja 
Baumann, a member of the Board of Directors of Vontobel Holding AG and granddaughter of Dr. 
Hans Vontobel. 
 
“With the decisions that have just been taken, the family is underscoring its desire to continue 
giving the company and its employees the stability needed to ensure entrepreneurial freedom in 
the future,” stated Björn Wettergren, a member of the Board of Directors of Vontobel Holding AG 
and a member of the de la Cour family. 
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Vontobel 
Vontobel’s mission is to protect and build the wealth our clients have entrusted to us over the long term. Specializing 
in active asset management and tailor-made investment solutions, we provide responsible and forward-looking advice. 
In doing so, we are committed to Swiss quality and performance standards. With their good name, our owner families 
have stood by these principles for generations. As of 30 June 2016, Vontobel held around CHF 180 billion of client 
assets. Over 1,500 employees worldwide provide first-rate, customized services for clients with an international focus. 
The registered shares of Vontobel Holding AG are listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. The Vontobel families and the 
Vontobel Foundation hold the majority of shares and votes in the company. www.vontobel.com 

 
 
Contacts: 
Media Relations:    Peter Dietlmaier  +41 58 283 59 30 
  Rebeca Garcia  +41 58 283 76 69 
 
Investor Relations:  Michel Roserens +41 58 283 76 97 
 Susanne Borer +41 58 283 73 29 
 
 
Legal information This document is for information purposes only and does not constitute an offer of any kind. The services 
described in the document are supplied under the agreement signed with the service recipient. The nature, scope and prices of 
services and products may vary from one country to another and may change without notice at any time. Certain services and 
products are not available worldwide or from all companies of Vontobel. In addition, they may be subject to legal restrictions in 
certain countries. 
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